. Cabbie
cleared in

“rape’ that

WEST HAVEN = When'a 15-
year-old.girl rafi up 4o 4 cép Mdy
8, screaming dnd claiming that a
taxi driver had tried to rape her,

the officer assumeéd the worst and

police arvestad the caiibie later that
day. . ... '
Bt it tiri
the story td-gét out of paying the
-cab fére, police said, and all charg-
" es were dropped Tuesday agalnst

© dtiver Oluyemi Otunba-Payne, a
Nigerlan immigrant and fafher of .

two wilio lives.in Hamden,

~“I wag eritigin tlite courthouse,”
said OuitbaPayne, 48; wha has
lived.in e Uhited States for 25
years: “I'f jitst happy this is all
over.” :

ng-Slreet May-8. -Ha

id held her facket and

- a-curling iron to make sure she
+ 'Would.retuird with the money, his-
-attorney satdi bl the girl instead
_approached aYolice afficer claim-

- caiielit har

allpail L

 ing that Otiinba-Payne tried to rape -

her:: . -

. He wiis chiarged with.one count .

“gach.of attempted first-dégree sex- .

‘ual assault, third-degiée robbery,

third-degree sexual assault, sec-

ohd-degree winlawful restraint and-
_ tisk of injury to a minar. .

_ Bul detectives uncovered, the

ttuth affer linding {nconsistencles

In thé girl’s story, police spokis- .

man Officel’ Angelo Moscato said,
and they féconmended in Superior
Couitiri-Milford that the charges be.
dropped;-- "= . .-

S

it the girl made up -

OtinbaiPayiie was 4 ffeutat Aitde:
- Hhe glrl; who was-not {dentffied by
_-police, dried t&.furi ot of his cab -

Cabbie: Cops
find rape claim

was fabricated”

Continued from Al

_ None of the girl's aliegations
— that Otunba-Payne offered
to waive the fare in exchange
for a sex act dnd then tried to
rape her in-the back seat of
his Metro Taxi cab before she
managed to escape — turned

“out to be true, police said. The

case 1s stlll under investigation,
Moscato said, and the girl-could
he-arrested herself for making a
false report.

“The reason she ran off was

she didn’t want to pay the cab
fare,” Moscato said. “But gn

the other.side, here's an officer
and you see someone ranning,
screaming. ... We have to act
(uickly, becanse (what if) we
have someone Wwho is a predator
put there?”

Otunba-Payne said that while

he knew the allegations were _

false and that he would eventu-
ally be vindicated, iews of the
arrest has been hard on his two
teenage children and his fam-
ily. He said most of his friends
and acquaintances kept an open
mind, but not all,-

.“1 told a cotiple of people
{of his lnnocence) and they
just.igrnore you because they
asstifite you're guilty,” Otunha-
Payrie said. “These were peo-
ple 1. go to church with every
Sunday.”

Dtunba-Payné's attorney, Tara
Knight of New Haven, ealled

the phony teport "a veal horror |

story” and said Otunba-Payne
faced up to 20 yeard in prison on
the dttempted first-degree sexual
Assault charge alone. She said

$20.

" the girl’s fare that day was abont

While many reported rapes |

‘are legitimate, this is not the

fiist time an alleged victim has -

begti cauplit fabilcating a sexual |-

nnnnnn B R atraal .o
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In 2002, a woman wham
‘policé did not identlfy made
up a story about being attacked

by two men at the University °

ofConnectictt, and police sald

at the time that she made the.

“details similar to a legitimate

asgault that had happened 4

month-earlier, . o
Last year, a clty Waman admit-

ted te contocting a story about.

-being raped, in a convoluted
plan to repalr her mdrriage,
police said. o

The woilan was arrestéd for
fillng a false repart 4o July after
she ddmitted that the brazen
home invasion ard rape was
madeup in & desperaté bid to get

Haoaw hirabidad fa mmbam ba home <44
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WEST HAVEN = Wheii 4 15-
year-old-girl ran up o 4 cop May
8, screaming and claiming that a
taxi drivér had tried to rape her,
the officer assuimeéd the worst and
golice arrestad. the cabbie later that

ay.

the story to-gét out of paying the
-cab fare, police said; and all charg-
"es were dropped Tuesday dgainst

dilver Oluyemi Otunba-Payne, a _
Nigerian imritigrant and fatherof

two who.lives in Hamden.

- "I was erying ift the courthouse,”

said Otiiba:Payne; 48; who has'
lived -An the Uiiited States for 25
yedrs: “I'in just happy this is alt
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_ sk of injury to a minay, ‘

_ But detectives uncovered, tha
ttuth after finding inconsistencies

in-the girl's story, police spokes- .
_mar Office¥ Angelo Moseato said,

and they-fecomimended in Superior
Courtin Mifford that the charges be.
dropped; -+ . -
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taise report. .

“The réason she ran off was
she didn’t want to pay the caly |
fare,” Maoscato said. "But on
the gther side, here’s an officer
and you see spmeone running,
screaming. ... We have to act
duickly, because {what if) we
have someone who is a predafor
out there?”

Otunba-Payre said that while
ke knew the allegations were _
false and that he would eveniu-
ally be vindicated, riews of the
arrest has been haid on his two |
teenage children and his fam-
ily. He said most of his friends
and acguaintances kept an open
mind, but not alt.- A

.“I tald a cotiple of peaple |
(of his innocénce) .and they
just.igiore you because they
assufie you're guilty," Otunba-
Payne said. “These were peo-
ple [ go to church with every
Sunday.”

Otunba-Payné’s attorney, Tara
Knight of New Haven, ealled
the phony report "a real horror |
story" and safd Otunba-Payne
faced up to 2¢ yeaks in prisen on
the dttempted first-degree sexual
Assault charge alone. She said

$20, .
While many reported rapes !

‘are legitimate, this is agt the

fitst time an alleged victim has

beett cauglit fabticatipg a-sexual |-

dssauit in Connecticut,
~In 2002, a woman whom
police did not identify made

‘up a story about being attacked

by two men at the University '

of Connectieut, and. police sald
at the time that she made the

- detalls similar to a legitimate

assault that hiad happened 4
month edrlier, . =
Last year, 4 clty Woman admit-
ted t& conéocting a siory about
-being raped; in a convoluted
plan to repair her mdrriagg,
police said. . L
The woidh was arréstéd for
fillng a false report {n Fily after
she admitted that the brazen
homie invasion and rape was
madé up ina tesperats bid ta get
lier hiishdnd to cotne {0 her aid
and repair the rifts in their rela-

tioriship.

- Ctaftn'a Altarne:
Assistant State's Altorney

Kevin Lawlor said he agreed that
Ontuba-Payne’s case should be
thrown out.

“T's as much a part of our
jeb ta clear people who have
been wrongly accused as it is 1o

nay -
[ 2
t

aggressively prosecute people,”

he said, .
Otunba-Payne said that the

experlence of being accused ofan |
attempfed rape he didon’t commit |
will not keep him off the road. :

gaid, and one bad fare isn’t going -

* to change that.

“That is ot going to stop me
from doing what I lave,” he said.
“Tlove driving a cab.”

~He'sdHver g cab for 10°yeirs, e |




